
President
Bill Hopper, A.A. E., Airport Manager
Portsmouth International Airport
(603) 433-6536

Secretary/Treasurer
Royce N. Rankin, Jr., Airport Manager
Nashua Municipal Airport
(603) 882-0661

Vice President
Ed Mattern, Airport Director
Keene Dillant-Hopkins Airport 
(603) 357-9835

GSAMA, founded over 20 years ago, is comprised of airport managers and aviation-related 
organizations that work closely with the NHDOT/Bureau of Aeronautics and the Federal 
Aviation Administration in promoting the 24 public-use airports throughout the Granite State.   



LEGISLATIVE FUNDING INITIATIVE

Members of GSAMA are requesting the following amendments to the 
Department of Transportation’s line items from the Governor’s 
proposed budget: 

•  That the State Legislature amends the Governor’s budget to 
restore the Grants to Airport Sponsors to the originally requested 
amount of $61,742 which was reduced 40% from the previous 
year.  This line item is identified as Class 91 Grants to Airport 
Sponsors.

• That the State Legislature amends the Governor’s budget to 
restore the Grants-Joint State and Local to the originally 
requested amount of $125,000 for FY 2008, and $135,000 in FY 
2009.  Additionally, State Legislature amend the Governor’s 
budget to the originally recommended by the Bureau of 
Aeronautics’ budget footnote to the Grants-Joint State and Local 
line item so that the funding distribution to airports not eligible for 
federal funds shall be at the 80/20 ratio.  This line item is 
identified as Class 97 Grants-Joint State and Local.

BENEFITS OF AVIATION FOR NEW HAMPSHIRE

• Improved Safety

• Improved Economy – On average every dollar invested into the 
air transportation system generates $2.3 - $5 

• Increased Tourism 

• Increased Jobs

• Increased Business Development

• Improved Access to the global transportation system

FUNDING

It has been identified through a statewide Aviation Airport System 
Study completed in 2003, and a report prepared for the Governor 
and Executive Council, that funding for the 13 public-use non- 
federally funded airports is deficient and has substantially declined 
since 1988.  The funding for the state’s Class 91 Grants to Airport 
Sponsors has decreased over the years from a peak of $143,820 
in1988 to just over $61,000 in 2007. The current Class 97 Grants- 
Joint State and Local has decreased from $100,000 in 1986 to 
$23,900 today. Additionally, this program requires the airport 
sponsor to keep the airport open in exchange 10 years in exchange 
for this funding.  Sponsors of these airports depend on support by 
the state to maintain a safe standard of operation.  $926,126 was 
received from aviation registrations, aircraft operating fees, fines, 
and interest earned from aviation activity in CY 2005 approximately 
75% of which went to the state’s General Fund last year.  
Additionally, $128,456 was received in SFY 2006 from taxes on 
aviation fuel purchases in NH that also was placed back into the 
state’s General Fund.

Members of the Granite State Airport Management Association (GSAMA) wish to present 

The importance of all airports open-to-the-public here in the State of New Hampshire

AIRPORT PRESERVATION

Over half of the “open-to-the-public” airports in New Hampshire are 
private or municipally owned and not eligible to receive federal 
funds.  High operational maintenance and insurance costs strain the 
individual airport sponsors to provide a safe, efficient, and socially 
responsible airport system.  These airports are a critical part of the 
transportation infrastructure in New Hampshire and many are at high 
risk of being closed or sold for non-aviation development.  Privately 
owned, open-to-the-public airports are experiencing increased 
pressures from local development, local zoning restrictions, 
environmental legislation, limited funding, and increased land value 
assessments.  In fact, since 1973 New Hampshire has lost five 
public-use airports.  Preservation of these valuable assets can be 
accomplished through increased and adequate funding.



Funding to Non-Federally Funded Airports in New Hampshire
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FACT: State Funding to Non-Federally Funded 
NH airports today is 49% of what it was in 1988.

FACT: In Constant 2006 Dollars, State Funding for Non-
Federally Funded NH airports today is 35% of what it 
was in 1988.

$135,830

$79,468

$231,473

NOTE:  Funds comprise of Class 91 and Class 97 line items only for 
this period.



History of Class 91 Grants to Airport Sponsors and 
History of Class 97 Grants - Joint State and Local 
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$79,468



New Hampshire Aviation Facts 

1,200 Registered Aircraft (CY 2006)

114 Registered Airports & Heliports; Private & Public Use (CY 2006)

11 Public Use Federally Funded Airports (FFY 2007)

• $1,536,570 Annual State Expenditures for Airport Improvements (SFY 2007) 

• $35,969,754 Federal Aviation Administration investment in NH airports (FFY 2006)

13 Public-Use NON Federally Funded Airports (SFY 2007)

• $23,900 in Class 97 grants - State and local funding SFY 2007 (Governor’s Proposal-$24,000 in 
SFY 2008; NHDOT Budget Request - $125,000 in SFY 2008 and $135,000 in SFY 2009)

• $61,742 in Class 91-Grants to Airport Sponsors funds provided to Non-NPIAS and NPIAS 
airports (SFY 2007) (Governor’s proposal-$37,917 in SFY 2008 and $44,709 in SFY 2009; 
NHDOT Budget Request $67,917 in SFY 2008 and $74,709 in SFY 2009)

$926,126 collected in CY 2005 from general aviation registrations, aircraft operating fees, fines and interest earned 
and $128, 456 received in SFY 2006 from taxes on aviation fuel purchases in NH



Airport DirectoryEric Kaminsky, Airport Manager
Berlin Municipal Airport
168 Main Street
Berlin, NH 03570
603-449-2168

Richard Morris, Owner
Franconia Soaring Center
1300 Easton Road
Franconia, NH  03580
603-823-5542

Paul Zanis, Owner
Moultonboro Airport
P O Box 68
Moultonboro, NH  03254
603-476-8801

Royce Rankin, Jr.
Airport Manager
Boire Field/Nashua Airport
93 Perimeter Rd.
Nashua, NH 03063
603-882-0661

Lee Carroll, Airport Manager
Gorham Airport
8 Main St
Gorham, NH  03581
603-466-5065

Bruce Hutchings, Airport Manager
Mount Washington Regional Airport
7 Jefferson Road
Whitefield, NH 03598
603-788-3306

Peter Chase, Fire Chief
Claremont Municipal Airport
100 Broad Street
Claremont, NH 03743
603-542-5156

Michael & Cheryl Hart, Owners
Hampton Field
9A Lafayette Road
North Hampton, NH 03862
603-964-6749

Boake Morrison, Owner
Newfound Valley Airport
152 Pleasant Street
Bristol, NH  03222
603-744-8334

Douglas Brooks
Airport Manager/Owner 
Colebrook Airport 
14 Depot Street
Odenton, MD  21113
603-237-4914

James T. Rymes, Owner
Hawthorne-Feather Airpark
2 Main St
Antrim, NH 03440
603-677-2941

Dean Stetson, Airport Manager
Parlin Field
15 Sunapee St.
Newport, NH  03773
603-863-1220

Martha Drukker, City Engineer
Concord Municipal Airport
41 Green Street   
Concord, NH  03301
603-225-8520

Harvey N. Sawyer
Airport Manager/Owner 
Jaffrey Airport-Silver Ranch Airport
190 Tpk
Jaffrey, NH 03452
603-532-8870

Norman Smith, Airport Manager
Plymouth Municipal Airport
6 Post Office Square
Plymouth, NH 03264
603-536-5818

Jim Fortier, Airport Manager 
Dean Memorial Airport
P.O. Box 298, 
Pike, NH  03780
603-989-5845

Diane Cooper, Airport Manager
Laconia Municipal Airport
65 Aviation Dr
Gilford, NH 03249
603-524-5003

Bill Hopper, Airport Manager
Portsmouth International Airport at 
Pease
36 Airline Drive
Portsmouth, NH 03801
603-433-6536

Ed Mattern, Airport Director
Dillant-Hopkins Airport
80 Airport Road
Keene, NH  03431
603-357-9835

Jay Fitzgerald, Operations Manager
Lebanon Airport
5 Airpark Road
West Lebanon NH  03784
603-298-8878

Tricia Lambert, Airport Manager
Skyhaven Airport
NHDOT/Bureau of Aeronautics
POB 483
Concord, NH  03302
603-271-2552

David Heasley, Owner
Errol Airport
Po Box 43 
Errol, NH  03579
254-378-4405

Kevin Dillon, Airport Director
Manchester-Boston Regional Airport
One Airport Road Suite 300
Manchester, NH  03103
603-624-6539

Evan and Joan Karpf, Owners
Twin Mountain Airport
PO Box 97
Twin Mountain, NH  03595
603-846-5505
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